PREFATORY NOTE

TO THE FfRST EDITION (1962)

The writer of a book has the rare privilege of
making a comment on himself in the form of a preface.
To be^in with pure reason as applied to religion
will become flippant atheism   In matters of faith
and religion, we raise our imagination above reason,
It is not possible with the help of human reason to
prove the existence or the non-existenee of God. The,
revelations of seers have to ^uide us in building our
faith. This is the ^uidin^ principle of the Upanishads.
The ooMpilers and authors of the Upamishads were
seers who ^av^ expression to their inspired revelations
(Sruti) with such self-abnegation thnt the authors
(of Upanishads) have been withheld feivixig their
names. Scriptures without authorship like Upani-
shaids and other works have evoked in me a peculiarly
religious feeling. Those who have criticised religion
and questioned the authority of statements in the
scripteres have also evoked in me a feeling in support
of religion.

The main point in this publication is to ^ive an
idea of some important Hindu worships and beliefs.
At the same time, I haves to point out that I have not
tried to give a compendium of all religions or to
produce a ^lobe of religious principles, beliefs and
praretioes and worships in Hinduism. But, only an
attempt haa been Alade to refw to a few kinds of
wotshipa and explain the practical reason behind the
worships pnd the monotheistic character of the
worships;